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AAP to go solo in upcoming Haryana
assembly elections in 2024
CHANDIGARH : The Aam
Aadmi Party announced that
it will be contesting in the
upcoming assembly elections
in Haryana on its own. Th
AAP had contested one seat
in the Haryana Lok Sabha
election in alliance with the
Congress.

During a press conference
that saw the presence of
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and AAP
MPs Sanjay Singh and
Sandeep Pathak in
Chandigarh, Mann said that
the AAP has decided to con-
test the Haryana assembly
elections with full force.

"The Aam Aadmi Party
has decided that it will con-
test the Haryana assembly
elections with full force. We

have governments in Delhi
and Punjab; half of Haryana
touches Delhi and half of

Haryana touches Punjab. The
people of Haryana appealed
to us, that's why we came

here. Haryana gave a chance
to the BJP, Congress and all
parties, but everyone looted.

Now bring Kejriwal," Mann
said.

Mann further said that
AAP will form a team, contest
elections and defeat the dou-
ble-engine government in
Haryana, which ruled the
state for 10 years, as the peo-
ple of Haryana want change.

This time, AAP will be
contesting in all 90 assembly
seats in Haryana solo.

Speaking on the issues
faced by the people of
Haryana, AAP MP Sanjay
Singh said, "Unemployment
is the biggest problem in
Haryana... Agniveer Yojana is
a betrayal of the soldiers of
the country. Farmers are
troubled in Haryana...What
did the double-engine gov-
ernment give?... The

demands of the farmers were
trampled upon...Kejriwal will
change the condition of
Haryana. Today people have
hope from the Aam Aadmi
Party." Haryana is one of the
eight states that will be hold-
ing legislative assembly elec-
tions this year. Currently, the
state is ruled by a coalition
government formed by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Jannayak
Janta Party (JJP). The
Haryana Assembly
Elections 2024 are expected
to take place on or before
October 2024, as the cur-
rent Assembly's tenure is
set to end on November 3
this year. However, the elec-
tion schedule is yet to be
announced.

Congress says decline in
real wages of workers in
past 10 years, seeks mini-
mum wage of Rs 400

NEW DELHI : Congress on
Thursday said that multiple
data sources, including gov-
ernment's own official statis-
tics, show that "workers can
buy less today than they
could 10 years ago" and the
Union Budget offers a chance
to provide "justice to labour-
ers" by guaranting a nation-
wide minimum wage of Rs
400 per day of work.

In a statement, party gen-
eral secretary Jairam
Ramesh said that multiple
data sources, including the
government's own official
statistics, "are unanimous in
showing that workers can
buy less today than they
could 10 years ago".

"A combination of slow
wage growth and back-
breaking inflation has caused
an unprecedented decline in
real wages (wages adjusted
for price rise)," he said.

Referring to Labour
Bureau's Wage Rate Index,
he said "real wages for
labourers stagnated between
2014-2023, and in fact
declined between 2019-
2024". The former union
minister referred to
Agriculture Ministry's

Agricultural Statistics at a
Glance and said under the
UPA government led by Dr
Manmohan Singh, real wages
for agricultural labourers
grew at 6.8 per cent each
year.

"Under Mr Modi, real
wages for agricultural
labourers declined by -1.3
per cent each year," he said.

Jairam Ramesh said
according to Periodic Labour
Force Survey Series data,
average real earnings over
time have stagnated between
2017 and 2022 across all
employment types - salaried
workers, casual workers, and
self-employed workers.

Referring to Centre for
Labour Research and Action
data, he said real wages of
brick kiln workers have stag-
nated or declined between
2014 and 2022. The
Congress leader said brick
kilns involve intensive labour
and are a low-paying work of
last resort for India's poorest.

"To deliver justice to our
shramiks, and to dispel this
cycle of stagnant wages, the
INC had guaranteed a nation-
wide minimum wage of Rs
400 per day of work in its
Nyay Patra. The self-anoint-
ed non-biological PM has
been delivered a stinging
rebuke by voters in his efforts
to reach 400 paar in the Lok
Sabha. The Union Budget
offers him the chance to
achieve what the INC has
called 'asli 400 paar',"
Ramesh said. "A nationwide
minimum wage of Rs 400 per
day is an idea whose time has
come," he added.

Vice President Dhankhar calls on
media to rise above partisan views and
avoid aligning with political agendas

NEW DELHI : Vice-President,
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday expressed concern
over the disproportionate cov-
erage given by media to inci-
dents of limited impact, which
overshadow substantive and
long-term initiatives.

Interacting with the stu-
dents at the parliament, the
Vice-President called for intro-

spection within the media and appealed to the media to take
note of the growth story of India.

Lamenting over commercialization and control of media for
motivated narratives, Dhankhar acknowledged journalism's
crucial role in sustaining democracy. He called on the media to
rise above partisan views and avoid aligning with political
agendas or forces against national interests.

"It is time for soul searching. I appeal to the media in all
humility and earnestness to be partners in growth. They can
do this by highlighting good works and being critical of wrong
situations and deficiencies," he said.

Drawing parallels with the solemnity of the Constituent
Assembly, where democratic ideals were revered and disrup-
tions unheard of, the Vice-President expressed concern over
the growing trend of disruptions and sensationalism in parlia-
mentary proceedings.

"The Constituent Assembly was a temple of democracy,
where every session contributed to the foundation of our
nationhood without any disruptions or disturbances," he
remarked.

He noted that disruption and disturbance have regrettably
become political tools rather than exceptions.

Highlighting concerns over Media's tendency to glorify dis-
ruption, the Vice President called upon the media to reassess
their priorities in covering parliamentary proceedings. He
expressed that when disruptions become headlines and dis-
ruptors are hailed as heroes, journalism fails in its duty to
uphold democratic values.

The Vice President urged the media to uphold its responsi-
bility in portraying an accurate image of India's to the world.

"People from outside cannot judge India. They do it from
their own perspective. There are many people, less in the
country and more outside, who are unable to digest our unex-
pected and unimaginable progress, that we are becoming a
superpower," he added.

Pooja Khedkar's mother Manorama was
staying in Mahad lodge under fake name
THE Pune Police on Thursday arrested Manorama Khedkar,

mother of controversial IAS
officer Pooja Khedkar, from a
lodge in Raigad district on
charges of threatening vil-
lagers with a pistol. A local
court later remanded her in
police custody till July
20.Manorama had been at
large ever since a video
emerged showing her,
along with her husband
Dilip Khedkar, threatening
some villagers by brandish-
ing the gun over a
land dispute at
Dhadwali in Pune's
Mulshi tehsil.
According to an
NDTV report,
Manorama hired a
private cab to reach
the lodge in Mahad
and was staying there
with the cab driver,
whom she introduced
as her son. She also
used a fake Aadhaar
card that identified
her as Indubai to get
the room, the report
said, quoting police
sources.

"UP govt promoting untouchability": Owaisi on police order
for "eateries" along Kanwar Yatra route in Muzaffarnagar

HYDERABAD : After the
Uttar Pradesh Police ordered
eateries, along the route of
the Kanwar Yatra to display
their owners' name, AIMIM
Chief Asaduddin Owaisi on
Thursday slammed Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and
challenged him to issue a
written order if he has the
"courage.".

Addressing a press con-
ference, Owaisi said, "We
condemn it because it is a
violation of Article 17 of the
Constitution, which talks
about untouchability. So the
Uttar Pradesh government is
promoting untouchability.
This kind of order that people
should express their religion
is a violation of Article 21
(Right to life) and also Article
19 (Right to livelihood).
Secondly, ever since the Uttar
Pradesh government has
given the order, Muslim
employees have been
removed from all the Dhaba
(shops) in Muzaffarnagar.
There are many big and
famous restaurants on that
highway, why are you not
saying anything about
them?"

"Seeing this order of the
Uttar Pradesh government, it
seems as if the spirit of Hitler
has entered them. Will you
give so much importance to a
trip that you will ruin the
livelihood of others. Will you
work for only one communi-
ty? Where is the
Constitution? I challenge Yogi
Adityanath to issue a written
order if he has the courage.
Clear discrimination is hap-
pening against Muslims,"

Owaisi added.Bollywood
screenwriter Javed Akhtar
also reacted to the ongoing
controversy and said that
these things happen in Nazi's
Germany."Muzaffarnagar UP
police has given instructions
that on the route of a particu-
lar religious procession in
near future all the shops
restaurants n even vehicles
should show the name of the
owner prominently and
clearly. Why? In Nazi
Germany, they used to make
only a mark on particular
shops and houses," Javed
Akhtar posted on X.

The UP Police said on
Thursday that the police have

urged all the eateries to "vol-
untarily display" the names
of their owners and employ-
ees, adding that the intention
of this order is not to create
any kind of "religious dis-
crimination" but only to facil-
itate the devotees.

"During the Shravan
Kanwar Yatra, a large num-
ber of Kanwariyas from
neighbouring states, via
Western Uttar Pradesh, col-
lect water from Haridwar
and pass through
Muzaffarnagar district.
During the holy month of
Shravan, many people, espe-
cially Kanwariyas, abstain
from certain food items in
their diet," the
Muzaffarnagar police stated.

"In the past, such
instances have come to light
where some shopkeepers
selling all types of food items
on Kanwar Marg named their
shops in such a way that it
created confusion among the

Kanwariyas and created a
law and order situation. To
prevent such a recurrence
and in view of the faith of
the devotees, hotels, dhabas
and shopkeepers selling
food items on Kanwar Marg
have been requested to vol-
untarily display the names
of their owners and employ-
ees. The intention of this
order is not to create any
kind of religious discrimina-
tion but only to facilitate the
devotees passing through
Muzaffarnagar district,
counter allegations and
save the law and order situ-
ation. This system has been
prevalent in the past.

Haryana Police register
over 2,400 NDPS cases,
arrest 3,562 in 15 months
CHANDIGARH : Haryana's
Chief Secretary, TVSN
Prasad, has said that
Haryana Police registered
2,405 cases under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, leading to the
arrest of 3,562 individuals
from January 2023 to March
2024.

"After participating in the
7th high-level Narco-
Coordination Centre (NCORD)
meeting, chaired by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah via
video conference, Chief

Secretary TVSN Prasad stat-
ed that from January 2023 to
March 2024, as many as
2,405 NDPS cases were reg-
istered, resulting in the
arrest of 3,562 individuals,"
as per a press release from
the Directorate of Public
Relations. Additionally, 24
preventive detention orders
were issued under the PIT-
NDPS Act, and property
worth Rs 9.59 crore was
seized. The anti-drug cam-
paign was also conducted in
10 vulnerable districts, and
35 narco dog checks.

EC allows Shiv
Sena (UBT)
party to accept
public contribu-
tions ahead of
assembly polls
NEW DELHI : The Election
Commission of India on
Thursday accepted the
demand raised by the Shiv
Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) party to accept
public contributions in view
of the upcoming assembly
elections in Maharashtra.

The Shiv Sena got split in
2022, after CM Eknath
Shinde along with majority of
MLAs left the party.

The party had requested
the Commission to issue a
communication/certificate
recording the status of the
party for the purpose of
accepting voluntary contri-
butions from public. A dele-
gation of the party led by
their General Secretary,
Subhash Desai also met the
Commission today at
Nirvachan Sadan, New Delhi.

The ECI in its communi-
cation dated July 18, has
authorized the party.


