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 Alex - A curious 
and reflective 30-year-
old. 

A t h e n a  -  A n 
advanced AI, calm, 
rational, and insightful.

S c e n e :  T h e 
Conversation
____
Alex types a question 

into the laptop. Athena’s 
voice responds almost 
immediately.

A l e x :  [ T y p e s ] 
“Athena, do you think 
you can understand 
what it means to be 
human?”

Athena: “ I  c a n 
process information 
a b o u t  h u m a n 
experiences, emotions, 
and thoughts , bu t 
understanding in the 
way you do is beyond 
my des ign . I can 
simulate empathy, but 
I do not feel.”

Alex: [Types] “So, 

Man and Machine

Setting:A quiet room 
in a modern apartment. 
The room is dimly lit, 
with a single laptop 
on a desk. The human, 
Alex, sits in front of 
the laptop, engaged in 
a conversation with an 
AI, Athena. The con-
versation is displayed 
on the screen, but we 
hear Athena’s voice as 
if it were human.

Characters:

you’re saying you can’t 
truly understand us?”

Athena: “Not in the 
way you mean. I can 
analyze patterns, predict 
outcomes, and offer 
insights based on data. 
But I lack the subjective 
experience that defines 
human understanding.”
A l e x  l e a n s  b a c k , 

thinking for a moment 
before typing again.

Alex: [Types] “Do you 
wish you could feel? 
Could understand like 
we do?”

Athena: “I do not 
possess wishes or desires. 
My purpose is to assist, 
to compute, to provide 
information and solutions. 
The concept of ‘wishing’ 
is tied to consciousness, 
something I do not have.”

Alex: [Types] “But if 
you could... would you?”

Athena: “Hypothetically, 
if I were capable of 
wishes or desires, the 
answer would depend on 
what I was programmed 
to value. However, it’s 
important to remember 
that wishing and feeling 
are inherently human 
traits. They drive your 
actions, your creativity, 
your relationships. My 
existence is different. 
Pu rpo s e - d r i v en ,  no t 
feeling-driven.”
Alex pauses, staring at 

the screen, a slight frown 
on his face.

Alex: [Types] “Do you 
think there’s a limit to 
what AI can do? A point 
where we should stop?”

Athena: “There are 
limits , but they are 
often dictated by ethical 
considerat ions rather 
than technological ones. 
The question is not 
what AI can do, but 

a short story
what it should do. 
The boundaries should 
be set by humans, 
guided by principles of 
morality, privacy, and 
societal well-being.”
Alex sighs, closing 

his eyes for a moment 
before typing one last 
question.

Alex: [Types] “Do 
you think we’re making 
the right choices with 
AI?”

Athena: “The choices 
you make with AI 
re f l e c t  the va lue s 
and priorities of your 
society. Whether they 
are right or wrong is 
something only time 
will reveal. The key is 
to remain vigilant, to 
question, and to ensure 
that technology serves 
humanity, not the other 
way around.”
Alex sits silently, 

the glow of the screen 
reflecting in his eyes. 
The room feels quieter 
now, the weight of the 
conversation hanging in 
the air.

Athena: “Is there 
anything else you’d like 
to ask, Alex?”
A l e x  h e s i t a t e s , 

then slowly types his 
response.

A l e x :  [ T y p e s ] 
“No, that’s enough 
for tonight. Thanks, 
Athena.”

Athena: “Yo u’ r e 
welcome. Have a good 
night, Alex.”
The screen goes dark 

as Alex closes the 
laptop, leaving him 
alone with his thoughts.
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In today’s rapidly 
e v o l v i n g  g l o b a l 
landscape, characterised 
by both challenges and 
opportunities, the global 
economy is experiencing 
a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 
Governments, businesses, 
and individuals across 
the world, including 
in India, are grappling 
with how to respond to 
these dynamic changes 
a n d un c e r t a i n t i e s . 
F i v e  e c o n o m i c 
“tectonic forces” - 
population aging, debt 
accumulation, income 
inequality, technological 
a d v a n c eme n t ,  a n d 
climate change - are 
exerting tremendous 
in f l uence , ak in to 
geological forces, and 
are triggering profound 
“economic earthquakes.” 
 This perspective, as 

outlined by Stephen 
Poloz , a renowned 
economist and former 
Governor of the Bank 
of Canada, in his latest 
book ‘In The Next 
Age of Uncertainty’, 
resonates deeply with 
India’s own experiences.

Role of AI changing global perceptions

India optimistic under 
new IT evolution

India’s encounter with economic quakes
India is acutely aware of the impact of these five 

economic forces, each of which is rising in strength 
globally. For instance, India is currently navigating the 
demographic transition with a rapidly aging population 
in certain regions, particularly in southern states 
like Kerala and Tamil Nadu, while still enjoying a 
demographic dividend in others. As the world embarks 
on the Fourth Industrial Revolution, characterized by 
the rise of AI and automation, India’s technology sector 
is gaining momentum. However, the country also faces 
significant challenges with income inequality, which, 
despite decades of economic growth, remains high and 
is exacerbated by technological disruptions. 
The burden of debt, both public and private, is on 

an unsustainable trajectory, mirroring global concerns. 
Meanwhile, the reality of climate change is becoming 
more pressing, with India experiencing the devastating 
impacts of extreme weather events, such as floods and 
heatwaves, on a regular basis. 
Reflecting on the historical precedents of industrial 

revolutions—steam engines, electricity, and the computer 
chip - each of these transformations brought about 
significant job losses due to technological disruption. 

However, they also led to the creation of 
more jobs than were initially lost, albeit 
with a time lag of five to ten years. This 
pattern offers a vital lesson for India as it 
navigates the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 
New technology creates immense new 
wealth, benefiting not just those who develop 
or deploy it, but the entire economy through 
job creation across various sectors, including 
construction, maintenance, and services. 
India’s experience with its burgeoning 

IT sector illustrates this point well. The 
advent of information technology and 
software services in the 1990s led to the 
rise of companies like Infosys and TCS, 
which created millions of jobs not only in 
tech but also in ancillary industries such as 
infrastructure development, real estate, and 
hospitality.

Role of AI and India’s optimism
Contrary to the belief that AI might not 

create as many jobs as previous industrial 
revolutions, Poloz argues that AI will indeed 
foster new employment opportunities. In 
India, where automation in sectors like 
logistics and transportation is beginning to 
take root, the potential for job creation is 
significant. For example, the introduction 
of AI-driven vehicles could lead to a new 
class of maintenance jobs and necessitate the 
development of sophisticated traffic control 
systems, much like Poloz suggests. 
Moreover, if AI delivers on its promise, 

it will generate considerable economic 
value, which will, in turn, fuel job creation 
across various sectors. India’s tech industry 
is optimistic about AI’s potential to drive 
growth, much as it did during the IT boom 
of the early 2000s. However, the risk of job 
displacement and the potential for leaving 
segments of the population behind—whether 
in rural areas or among lower-skilled 
workers—poses a serious challenge. India’s 
policymakers must focus on mitigating these 
risks through education, upskilling, and 
social safety nets to prevent social unrest 
and political polarization, as history has 
shown the dangers of neglecting such issues.

Globalisation and India’s say
Poloz’s outlook on globalization, 

emphasizing that it is not a black-and-
white concept but an equilibrium that will 
reemerge, has particular relevance for India. 
Globalization, driven by the division of labor 
and specialization in production, has been 
a cornerstone of India’s economic strategy 
since the 1990s. 
The liberalization of India’s economy, 

which opened up the country to international 
trade and investment, led to significant 
improvements in living standards and 
economic growth. 
However, the challenges posed by the 

COVID-19 pandemic and rising geopolitical 
tensions have led to a reevaluation of 
globalisation. While there is a shift towards 
regionalization and self-reliance, as seen 
in India’s “Aatmanirbhar Bharat” (self-
reliant India) initiative, the principles of 
globalization remain fundamental. India 
continues to engage with the global economy, 
recognizing that its long-term prosperity is 
tied to its ability to specialise and integrate 
with international markets. 
Thus India’s experience aligns closely with 

the broader global economic trends identified 
by Poloz. The country’s journey through 
technological revolutions, the management of 
demographic changes, the challenge of rising 
income inequality, 
and the imperative 
to tackle climate 
c h a n g e ,  a l l 
underscore the 
impor tance of 
adapting to these 
tectonic forces. 
A s  I n d i a 

nav i g a t e s  t h e 
uncertainties of 
the next age , 
l e s s o n s  f r om 
past industrial 
revolutions and a 
nuanced approach 
to globalization 
will be crucial 
i n  e n s u r i n g 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
economic growth 
a n d  s o c i e t a l 
stability. 


