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With13daysleft tomaketax-
savinginvestmentsfor2024-25,
investorsfacenumerous
optionsandthepressureof
animpendingdeadline.
Salespersons’aggressive
tacticscouldfurthercompound
theirdifficulties.

Keyconsiderations
Risk:Differenttax-saving
instrumentscarryvaryinglevels
ofrisk.“Low-riskoptions
includePublicProvidentFund
(PPF),EmployeesProvident
Fund(EPF), tax-savingfixed
deposits,andSukanya
SamriddhiYojana,which
providestablebutmoderate
returns,”saysSureshSurana,a
Mumbai-basedchartered
accountant.

Unit linkedinsuranceplans
(Ulips)andtheNational
PensionSystem(NPS)canhave
variedrisklevels,dependingon

theirequity-debtmix.Equity-
linkedsavingsschemes(ELSS)
arecompletelyequity-oriented.

“Whiletheyhavethe
potential toofferdouble-digit
returnsoverthelongterm,they
carryhigherrisk.Theyare
suitablefor investorswithahigh
riskappetite,”saysMohitGang,
co-founderandchiefexecutive
officer,Moneyfront.
Age:Youngerinvestorscantake
morerisk.“Youngprofessionals
mayallocateheavilytowards
ELSSfortheirgrowthpotential
andhigherreturns.Thosecloser
toretirementmightprefer low-
riskoptionslikePPForfixed
deposits,”saysShefaliMundra,
taxexpert,ClearTax.
Assetallocation: It refersto
thepercentageofportfolio
allocatedtovariousasset
classes:equity,debt,etc.Asset
allocationmustalignwithage
andrisktolerance.“Investors
withahigherriskappetitemay
preferhigherallocationto

equity-basedtax-saving
options.Thosewithamoderate
riskappetitemayoptfora
balancedmixofequityand
debt.Conservativeinvestors
mayallocatemoretofixed
income,”saysSurana.

Existingassetallocationalso
matters. Investorsoverweight
onequitiesshouldmake
incremental investmentsin
fixedincome,andviceversa.
Lock-inperiod: Itvariesacross
instruments.“PPFcomeswitha
15-yearlock-in,tax-savingfixed
depositshaveafive-yearlock-in,
whileNPSlocksinfundsuntil
theinvestorreaches60yearsof
age.ELSShastheshortestlock-
inofthreeyears,”saysGang.

Investorsmustfactor intheir
liquidityneeds.“Ifaninvestor
needsliquidityforanimportant

goal intwoyears, investingina
tax-savingproductwitha
minimumlock-inofthreeyears
wouldnotbebeneficial,”says
AbhishekKumar,Securitiesand
ExchangeBoardofIndia(Sebi)-
registeredinvestmentadviser
andfounder,SahajMoney.com.

Suranaaddsthat lock-inmay
notmattertothosewithlong-
termgoals likeretirement.
Returnpotential:ELSScan
yield10-15percentannual
returnoverthelongterm.Ulips,
dependingonassetallocation,
canyield6-12percent.“PPF
currentlyoffers7.1percent,EPF
8.25percent,whiletax-saving
fixeddepositsoffer6-8percent
perannum,”saysSurana.

Mistakes toavoid
Last-minuteinvestment
decisionstendtobepoorly
researched.“Investorsoften
ignoretheriskprofileand
liquidityof instruments,”
saysMundra.

Kumarpointsoutthat
investorsoftenchoose
instrumentsfor immediatetax
benefits,whereastheirchoice
shouldideallyalignwithlong-
termfinancialobjectives.

Mis-sellingisrampant
duringthisperiod.

Kumarwarnsthatagents
anddistributorsoftenprioritise
commission-generating
productsoverthosethatbenefit
investors.

“Bewaryofhigh-pressure
salestacticspromising
unrealisticallyhighreturns.
Conductthoroughresearch
ontheproduct’sbenefitsand
risks.Seekadvicefrom
qualifiedfinancialadvisers,”
saysMundra.
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Align choicewith
risk appetite, asset
allocationandgoals
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SharesofNACLIndustrieshit a
fresh high of ~110.85, rallying
20 per cent on the NSE on

Monday amidheavy volumes. Over
thepast four tradingdays, thepesti-
cide and agrochemical company’s
stock has soared 65 per cent after
agri-solutionsproviderCoromandel
International announced onMarch
12 that it had signed a definitive
agreement to acquire a controlling
stake in NACL. The stock has
jumped 96 per cent from ~56.65 on
February 28, 2025.

The average trading volumes at
thecounter jumpedover fourfold.A
combined17.9millionequityshares,
representing 8.8 per cent of total
equity of NACL changed hands on
theNSEandBSEonMonday.

Meanwhile, shares of
Coromandel, a Murugappa group
company, gained 5 per cent to close
at~1,889.4onMonday.Over thepast
threedays, thestockhasrisen10per
cent. It hit a 52-week high of ~1,977.1
on January6.

NACLisanIndia-basedcroppro-
tection company with a strong
branded formulation business in
domestic markets. It exports tech-
nicals tokeyglobalmarketsandhas
a presence in contractmanufactur-
ing operations with multinational
agrochemical companies.

Coromandel is set to acquire a 5
percentstakeinNACLfor~820crore
at ~76.7 per share from the current
promoter, KLRProducts.

It has alsomadeanopenoffer to
acquire up to 26 per cent of the
equity share capital from thepublic
under the Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s Takeover
Regulations.Thetransactionissub-
ject to regulatory approvals and is
expected to be completed over the
next fewmonths.

Coromandelsaidtheacquisition
wouldestablishitasa leadingplayer
in India’s crop protection industry,

expanding its technical portfolio
and strengthening its domestic for-
mulationbusiness.Thedealwillalso
helpCoromandelscaleup,enter the
contract manufacturing business,
fast-tracknewproductcommercial-
isation, and expand its product
lineup.Themanagement ddedthat
the acquisition would bolster
Coromandel’s presence in both
domestic and export markets. It
plans to leverage its management
expertise, credit access, sourcing
capabilities,andinternationalreach
to enhance NACL’s operations and
create value for shareholders.

According to Nuvama Wealth
Management, Coromandel, India’s
largestprivate-sectorphosphaticfer-
tilisermanufacturer, is set tobenefit

from the implementation of the
Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS)
scheme.NBS is expected to support
long-termgrowthbyreducingwork-
ingcapital requirementsandstabil-
ising earnings through improved
rawmaterial linkages,economiesof
scale, and operational efficiencies.

Meanwhile, India’s domestic
agrochemical formulation industry
consists of numerous organised
playerswitha regional footprint.As
NACL operates in generic mole-
cules, it faces intense competition
from both organised and unorga-
nised players. The domestic agro-
chemical sector is heavily depend-
ent on the monsoon and farm
income levels,making revenue sus-
ceptible to seasonal fluctuations,
Crisil Ratings said.

On February 19, Crisil down-
graded its ratings on NACL’s bank
loan facilities to ‘Crisil BB+/neg-
ative/CRISIL A4+’ from ‘Crisil BBB-
/negative/Crisil A3’.

The downgrade reflects the
group’sweakbusinessperformance
in the third quarter of 2024-25,with
anet lossof~36crorefor thequarter.
Persistent liquidity constraints due
to lender-imposed working capital
restrictions and higher debt obliga-
tionsareexpectedtocontinueaffect-
ing growth and financial flexibility.
The negative outlook signals a
further weakening in business per-
formance over the medium term
due to funding limitations imposed
bybanks, the rating agency said.

NACL rallies 65% after
pact with Coromandel
Stockrises20%inintradaytrade;up96%inMarchsofar

n Section 80D: Health
insurance premiums
qualify for deductions
up to ~25,000 (~50,000
for senior citizens)

n Section 80E: Interest on
education loan is
tax-deductible without
any upper limit

n Section 24(b): Home
loan interest payments of
up to ~2 lakh per year
qualify for deduction

n Section 80CCD(1B):
Additional ~50,000
deduction for NPS
contributions beyond
Section 80C limits

TAX-SAVING OPTIONS
BEYOND SECTION 80C

SEEING AN UPSWING
NACLIndustriesone-month
sharepricerun(in~)

Sources: Exchanges, Bloomberg

Gold, silver rally ~1,300 to hit record levels amid strong cues
Goldand silver priceshit fresh record levels on
Monday, rallying ~1,300 each, tracking strong
trends in the globalmarkets amid uncertainty
over US tariffs, trade tensions and growing
expectations ofmonetary policy easing by the
Federal Reserve.

According to the All India Sarafa
Association, thepreciousmetal of 99.9per cent
purity, extending gains for the fourth day in a
row, rallying ~1,300 to hit a fresh peak of
~90,750 per 10 grams.

It had closed at ~89,450 per 10 grams on
Thursday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity zoomed ~1,300
to establish an lifetime high of ~90,350 per 10
grams fromThursday’s closing level of ~89,050
per 10 grams.

According to HDFC Securities’ Senior
Analyst, Commodities, SaumilGandhi, several
factorshavecontributed to the record-breaking
rally in precious metals, including buying by
central banks and global economic instability.

Further, the demand for safe haven assets
increased due to the trade and economic pol-
icies of US President Donald Trump, which in
turn increased economic uncertainty world-
wide, Gandhi said. So far this year, the yellow
metal prices had climbed ~11,360, or 14.31 per
cent, to ~90,750 from ~79,390 per 10 grams on
January 1. OnFriday, the bullionmarketswere
closed on the occasion of Holi festival. Silver
prices also surged Rs 1,300 to hit a fresh all-
time high level of Rs 1,02,500 per kg. PTI

That the below mentioned Borrower/s had availed gold loan facility against security of the gold ornaments/ items, as
specified below. The Borrower/s defaulted in due repayment of the installments and outstanding dues and as a result of
which the Bank was constrained to issue notices calling upon the Borrower/s to repay the outstanding amounts.
However, the Borrower/s has failed to repay/clear his outstanding dues thereby compelling the Bank to auction the gold
ornaments pledged in favour of the Bank.
The open auction of the abovementioned gold ornaments would be held on/after at :-
Date: 26-Mar-2025 Time: 11:00AM Place: Respective Sub Locations/E-Auction

Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited
Regd office: 27BKC, C 27, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (E),
Mumbai – 400 051. Corporate office: Kotak Infiniti, Bldg No 21, Infinity Park,
General AK Vaidya Marg, Malad (E), Mumbai – 400 097. www.kotak.com

AUCTION - NOTICE

ApplApac Gross WgtParty Name State

Bidders are requested to Submit a copy of their Photo – identity, signature and address proof along with their original for
verification together with two recent photographs at Sub Location Branch. Also individual bidder should be present to
handover the documents.The Bank reserves the right to change the venue/date/time of auction or cancel the auction /
finalise the highest bidwithout any notice to bidders.
The cost of the auction process will be debited to the customer account. Bank reserves the right to recover the balance
amount from the customer if the bid amount is insufficient tomeet the payoff amount of the account.
For any further details/assistance/clarification regarding the terms and conditions of the auction, you are required to
contact Mr.RakeshJaiswar-9926051414

Location Sub Location
GLN2178877
GLN2907072
GLN3232032
GLN3183800

AYUSH DHADSE
MEGHA JAIN

ISHAN RAJESH MENDHEKAR
DEEPIKA RAJORIYA

MADHYA PRADESH
MADHYA PRADESH
MADHYA PRADESH
MADHYA PRADESH

BHOPAL
BHOPAL
BHOPAL
INDORE

MPNAGAR
MPNAGAR
MPNAGAR
PALDA

112.78
293.40
10.52
32.46


