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PORT LOUIS : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
alongwith Mauritius
Prime Minister
N a v i n c h a n d r a
Ramgoolam on
Wednesday jointly inaugu-
rated the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of
Public Service and
Innovation.

PM Modi said that the
institute will serve as the
hub for learning and
research.

In a post on X, he said,
"PM Dr. Navinchandra
Ramgoolam and I jointly
inaugurated the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Institute
of Public Service and
Innovation. It will serve as
a hub for learning,
research and public serv-
ice, fostering new ideas
and leadership for the
future. It also strengthens
our shared commitment to
progress and develop-
ment." Earlier in the day,
PM Modi received the
Highest National Award of
Mauritius.

Although the weather
did not seem to side with
him, thousands of people
gathered at the venue,
braving the heavy rain to
see their leader accept the
award on the National
Day. "I express my heart-
felt gratitude for being
conferred the highest
national award of
Mauritius. This is not just
my honour, it is the hon-

our of 1.4 billion Indians.
It is a tribute to the cen-
turies old cultural and his-
torical bonds of kinship
between India and
Mauritius. It is an
acknowledgement of our
said commitment to
regional peace, progress,
security and sustainable
development. And it is a
symbol of the shared
hopes and aspirations of
the global south," PM
Modi said while receiving
the award. PM Modi dedi-
cated the award to the
Indians who migrated to
Mauritius and contributed
to the nation's vibrant
diversity. "I accept this
award with filled humility
and gratitude. I dedicate it
to your ancestors who
came from India to
Mauritius centuries ago
and to all their genera-
tions. Through their hard-
work, they wrote a golden
chapter in the develop-
ment of Mauritius and
contributed to its vibrant
diversity," he said.

PM Modi further said
that he was committed to
enhance India Mauritius
Strategic Partnership to
greater heights. "I also
embrace this honour as a
responsibility and reaffirm
our commitment that we
will continue to make
every effort to enhance
India Mauritius Strategic
Partnership to greater
heights," he said.

PM Modi, Mauritius PM
inaugurate Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Public
Service and Innovation

Delhi HC directs removal of 'defamato-
ry' content against Isha Foundation
NEW DELHI : The Delhi High Court on Wednesday ordered pulling down from online platforms
videos and content published by YouTuber Shyam Meera Singh against spiritual guru
Sadhguru's Isha Foundation.

Justice Subramonium
Prasad said the continuous cir-
culation of the YouTube video,
having a "clickbait" title, was
likely to cause harm to the
trust's reputation, and
restrained Singh from further
publishing his allegations.

The judge, in an interim
order on Isha Foundation's
lawsuit, directed X (formerly
Twitter), Meta and Google to

remove the alleged defamatory content against the foundation of Jagadish "Jaggi" Vasudev aka
Sadhguru.

The court prima facie said Singh chose to make the video based on "entirely unverified
material" and restrained members of the public from uploading sharing it on social media plat-
forms till the next hearing in May.

Before uploading the video, he published tweets and posts to promote the same,
the court said.

"Till now more than 9 lakh views have already been garnered on the said video
and more than 13,500 comments have been received. What is more interesting is that
the title of the video is 'Sadhguru EXPOSED: What's happening in Jaggi Vasudev's
Ashram?'"

The order added, "The title is a clickbait and this court is of prima facie opinion
that the said title has been given only to attract attention."

Parliamentary
panel raises
concern over
underutilisa-
tion of funds by
rural develop-
ment ministry
NEW DELHI : Suspension of
funds to West Bengal under
MGNREGS and other
schemes has led to "severe
consequences", including a
sharp increase in distress
migration and disruptions in
rural development initiatives,
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Rural
Development said in a
report, as it raised concern
over the ministry's funds
remaining underutilised.

In a report on demand
for grants from the Union
Ministry of Rural
Development tabled in
Parliament on Wednesday,
the panel headed by
Congress MP Saptagiri
Sankar Ulaka said the com-
mittee found in the data on
physical and financial
progress provided by the
ministry that no Central
funds have been released to
West Bengal under MGNRE-
GA and various other
schemes for the financial
years 2022-23, 2023-24, and
the current fiscal.  "The con-
tinued suspension of funds
has resulted in severe conse-
quences, including a sharp
increase in distress migra-
tion and disruptions.

Army IAF con-
duct syner-
gised exercise
to enhance
interoperabili-
ty in Jammu
JAMMU : Demonstrating
joint operational readiness,
the Army and the Indian Air
Force (IAF) conducted a syn-
ergised interoperability exer-
cise here, a defence
spokesman said on
Wednesday. The exercise
was aimed at strengthening
coordination between
ground and air forces, ensur-
ing seamless integration of
aerial and land-based opera-
tions in dynamic battlefield
scenarios, the spokesman
said.By refining joint opera-
tional tactics, he said, this
exercise reinforced the abili-
ty of both forces to respond
swiftly and effectively to real-
time challenges, particularly
in high-threat environments.

Under the aegis of Tiger
Division, the exercise simu-
lated real-world operational
conditions, with IAF helicop-
ters executing a precise air-
lift of Army troops from a
designated mounting base.
The troops were then insert-
ed into terrain characterised
by dense vegetation and
thick undergrowth, the
spokesman said, adding this
complex insertion manoeu-
vre tested the forces' ability
to operate cohesively in chal-
lenging environments, where
mobility and coordination
are crucial for mission .


