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Union Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
chairs meeting on employment data,
overseas emigration trends in Delhi

NEW DELHI : Union Minister
of Labour & Employment,
Mansukh Mandaviya, chaired
a high-level meeting in New
Delhi on key issues related to
employment data and over-
seas emigration trends.

Union Minister of State for
Labour and Employment,
Shobha Karandlaje, was also
present at the meeting, which
took place on Monday.

The deliberations with the

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) and NITI Aayog aimed
to strengthen coordination
and data assimilation for
both overseas employment
and domestic job creation, as
well as to enhance the moni-
toring of recruiting agencies
and skill requirements for
employment abroad," the
Ministry of Labour &
Employment said in a state-
ment.

Mandaviya highlighted
the need for a mechanism to
have complete data on citi-
zens going abroad for jobs
and studies in ECR and non-
ECR countries. He also sug-
gested that there should be
an integration of the
National Career Service
(NCS) portal, MY Bharat
Platform, MADAD,
eMigrate, eShram portals,
state portals for a compre-

hensive view of the supply
and demand side of employ-
ment. He further empha-
sized that industry associa-
tions can play a pivotal role
in collating employment
data. The Minister under-
scored the role of NITI
Aayog as an umbrella
organization that can facili-
tate the compilation of
employment-related data
from various ministries.

It was emphasized that
contracts with foreign
employers should be stan-
dardized and the Migration
and Mobility Partnership
Arrangements (MMPA) and
Social Security Agreements
(SSA) should be reviewed to
get feedback on the efficacy
of their provisions.

NITI Aayog shared
insights from various stud-
ies on employment portals
in the country, emphasizing
the need for a unified plat-
form to integrate employ-
ment data across government
schemes and sectors. The
meeting underscored the
government's commitment to
bridging current data gaps,
especially in the informal sec-
tor, and to developing a com-
prehensive, multi-sector
employment data portal to
drive policy and job creation
initiatives. The meeting con-
cluded with a strong commit-
ment to strengthening employ-
ment data coordination,
expanding overseas job oppor-
tunities, and ensuring the secu-
rity of Indian workers abroad.
The proposed Unified
Employment Data Portal will
serve as a transformative tool
in centralizing employment
data, while the eMigrate and
NCS integration will broaden
access to international job
markets.

Indian auto LPG
coalition appeals
for level playing
field for auto LPG
NEW DELHI : Indian Auto
LPG Coalition (IAC) has
appealed to the Prime
Minister to endorse Auto LPG
as an environmentally
friendly alternative fuel and
provide a level playing field.

In his letter, Suyash
Gupta, Director General of
Indian Auto LPG Coalition,
highlighted the substantial
environmental and economic
benefits of adopting Auto
LPG over traditional fuels.

Auto LPG, as a clean-
burning fuel, significantly
reduces emissions of harmful
pollutants such as particulate
matter, nitrogen oxides, and
carbon dioxide, leading to
improved air quality and a
reduced carbon footprint.
This positions Auto LPG as a
"Net Zero Hero," aligning
with India's international
environmental commitments
and sustainable development
goals.

Gupta in his letter stated,
"Auto LPG offers significant
environmental advantages,
emitting 20 per cent less CO2
than petrol and 60 per cent
less than diesel. It produces
almost no particulate matter,
a major contributor to air
pollution, and has signifi-
cantly lower nitrogen oxide
emissions. Regarding energy
security, India imports LPG
from multiple countries,
ensuring a stable and secure
supply chain, which con-
tributes to energy independ-
ence."

"Additionally, Auto LPG is
around 40 per cent cheaper
than petrol, and the conver-
sion cost for a petrol vehicle
to Auto LPG is approximately
Rs 30,000, significantly lower
than the costs for an EV and
even the conversion costs for
CNG."

Indian Auto LPG Coalition
has been a strong advocate
for cleaner fuel alternatives,
engaging with policymakers
to integrate Auto LPG into
the sustainable development
framework. Gupta empha-
sized the need for supportive
fiscal policies that recognize
Auto LPG's role in achieving
India's environmental and
economic goals.

He added, "Huge suc-
cess of the Ujjwala Yojana
has improved LPG infra-
structure availability across
the country, ensuring a sta-
ble supply chain for Auto
LPG. Globally, Auto LPG has
seen substantial growth,
with over 27 million vehi-
cles using it and 25 million
tonnes consumed annual-
ly."

The IAC calls for greater
inclusion of Auto LPG in the
national policy framework
for cleaner fuels, alongside
the EVs and CNG.

They propose tax incen-
tives and benefits to
encourage Original
Equipment Manufacturers
(OEMs) to produce Auto
LPG variants.

Furthermore, they sug-
gest reducing the GST rate
on Auto LPG from 18 per
cent to 5 per cent to make it
more affordable and align it
with the GST rate on
domestic LPG.

Crucial top Army brass
meet in Sikkim this week,
Defence Minister to address

NEW DELHI : In a strong
message to China, the top
brass of the Indian Army led
by Gen Upendra Dwivedi
would be meeting in Sikkim
near the Line of Actual
Control. where they would be
addressed by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.

This is the first time that
the crucial meeting of the top
Army commanders would be
held at a location close to the
Line of Actual Control,
defence officials told ANI.

The meeting planned to
be held in Sikkim from
October 10-11 would be
addressed by the top defence
brass including Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, they
said.

The meeting would be
taking stock of the sensitive
situation along the LAC espe-
cially in Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh where
the two sides have been get-
ting engaged in stand offs
and face-offs on a regular
basis.

The second phase of the
conference is likely to be

held in Delhi on October 28-
29.

The top brass would also
discuss the lessons of the
ongoing global conflicts and
the lessons to be drawn for
the Indian forces including
the different arms of the
Army, the officials said.

This would also be the
first meeting of the top
Army commanders under
the leadership of Gen
Dwivedi who took over as
the Chief of Army Staff on
June 30 this year.

The second phase of the
meeting would be held in
Delhi also around the end of
the month, the sources said.

Recently, Gen Dwivedi
had stated that the situation
with China on the borders
was stable but not normal.

He had also pointed out
that trust between the
Indian Army and the
Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA) was "the
biggest casualty" of the
dragging military standoff
with China in the sensitive
theatre.

"Cannot act as rajas": CPI leader urge
Congress to learn from Haryana defeat
NEW DELHI : CPI MP P
Sandosh Kumar on Tuesday
described the results of
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly polls as "very
happy news," and cautioned
the Congress leaders to not
act as "mass leaders" or
"rajas."

Kumar urged the
Congress party to learn from
the election outcomes. "As a
political party that leads the
India alliance, Congress
should learn more lessons,"
he said, noting that some
Congress leaders act as if
everything is under their con-
trol, which he described as
misleading.

"The Congress should
understand the gravity of the
situation, and some of its
leaders should be down to
earth. They cannot act as
rajas and big mass leaders.
They should understand the
reality. That is how in
Haryana they got defeated,"
he added.

In a significant comeback,
the National Conference and
Congress alliance has
secured victory in the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly elec-
tions, according to the
Election Commission's official

website.
As the vote counting con-

cluded, the Election
Commission declared the
total number of seats won by
each party. The Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference
(JKNC) emerged as the
largest party with 42 seats,
followed by the BJP with 29
seats and Congress with 6
seats.

Notably, seven independ-
ent candidates have won
from their respective con-
stituencies.

The Kerala MP empha-
sised that the threat posed by
the BJP and RSS is still signif-
icant. "It is not like that.
Congress should understand
that the menace of BJP and
RSS is not over. Its duty is to
coordinate all possible
forces," he said. He also high-
lighted the need for better
collaboration within the
alliance, mentioning that the
CPI was expected to receive
at least one seat from
Congress but faced obstacles
in doing so.

"The CPI was supposed to
receive at least one seat from
the Congress party. We may
be a minor force, I agree, but
when you are in an alliance,

there must be proper
understanding and mutual
support", said the CPI
leader.

Regarding the Jammu
and Kashmir elections,
Kumar claimed that the
results indicate the people
of Kashmir have rejected
the policies of the BJP gov-
ernment, particularly about
the abrogation of Article
370. "The results of Jammu
and Kashmir are very
happy news for all of us
because this election
assumes importance. This
is after the abrogation of
Article 370, and it is evident
that the people of Kashmir
rejected the policies of the
BJP government, no doubt
at all," he added.

Kumar also claimed that
the BJP is still trying to con-
trol Jammu and Kashmir
from the central level. " BJP
at the central level is con-
trolling the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, and I
think even after these elec-
tion results, they may try to
control the state through
their channels," he said.

He also called for the
immediate restoration of
statehood for Jammu and

Kashmir, reiterating that
this demand has existed
since the abrogation of
Article 370. "We demand
the immediate restoration
of the statehood of Jammu
and Kashmir. I think these
election results are an eye-
opener to the BJP govern-
ment at the centre, and they
should concede this
demand," he added.

As per the latest update
from the Election
Commission's website in the
ongoing Haryana
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has emerged as
the leading party, securing
37 seats and leading in 12
more, for a total of 49 seats.

The Indian National
Congress (INC) follows
closely, having won 31 seats
and leading in five others,
bringing their total to 36
seats. The Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) has won one
seat and is leading in one
more constituency.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
Independent candi-
dates have won three
seats. The Assembly
has 90 seats, with
results declared .

"We will fight for statehood": JKPC President
Sajad Gani Lone after winning Handwara seat

KUPWARA : After registering
victory from the Handwara
Assembly seat, JKPC
President Sajad Gani Lone on
Tuesday said that they would
fight for statehood of the
Jammu and Kashmir on
every possible platform.

"... .The last time I was
elected from here, I went to
India's most empowered and
powerful assembly. Today,
unfortunately, after what
happened here on August 5, I
am going to India's weakest
assembly. However, we
haven't got that much seats
as NC-Congress is leading in
Jammu and Kashmir. We will
fight for statehood on the
floor of the assembly and
wherever possible...," said

Lone. Taking a dig at the BJP,
Lone accused them of doing
"experiments" in J-K and
said, "let the people of J-K
live in peace, especially
Kashmiris."

Sajad Gani Lone said, "I
request the BJP to stop their
experiments here. You never
know which new beast is cre-
ated here because of their
experiments. I want to say
stop experimenting, let the
people of J-K live in peace,
especially Kashmiris."

As the counting of votes is
still underway, the National
Conference-Congress alliance
is on course to form govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir
as results of assembly polls
on Tuesday sprung a few sur-

prises.
Meanwhile, Jairam

Ramesh, while addressing a
press conference, referred to
the results in Jammu and
Kashmir where the National
Conference-Congress alliance
is poised for a majority in the
assembly.

"The chapter on Haryana
is not complete, it will contin-
ue. The chapter in Jammu
and Kashmir, of course, there
will be a coalition govern-
ment. And as I said till yes-
terday, various attempts
were being made to ensure
that the majority will not
come to the Congress-NC
coalition but the people of
Jammu and Kashmir have
given a very clear mandate
for this coalition govern-
ment," he said.

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh praised the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) for what
he called the party's best per-
formance so far in the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly elections.

The Election Commission
of India on its official website
declared results for the J-K
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions where the Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference
(JKNC) won 42 seats and
Congress won 6 seats. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
won 29 seats.

Assam:
Sarbananda
Sonowal shares
'Poori Sabji'
with rickshaw
and cart pullers
in Dibrugarh
DIBRUGARH : Union
Minister of Ports,
Shipping &
Waterways, Sarbananda
Sonowal, met with rickshaw
and cart pullers in Dibrugarh
on Tuesday. According to an
official statement, the
Dibrugarh MP interacted
with the workers and shared
a meal of Poori Sabji with
them. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sonowal said, "The
objective of Narendra Modi's
government is to empower
and enable every person in
society through the
Antyodaya philosophy, which
ensures equal development
with dignity for everyone.
Your hard work has always
supported the local econo-
my." "It has been a privilege
to meet all of you today dur-
ing this beautiful Durga Puja
season. I enjoyed having
Poori Sabji with our Shramik
brothers, as it reminded me
of my childhood", the MP
added. Earlier in the day
Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal had exuded confi-
dence in BJP winning both.
of these Assembly elections.

Uttar Pradesh: Govt organises
'Kumbh summit' across the state
LUCKNOW : In the run up to the Mahakumbh 2025, the UP
government launched a 'Kumbh Summit' on Tuesday across
eighteen tehsils of the state. Additionally, the state government
also highlighted 'Kumbh Abhinandan' road show which start-
ed from GPO Park and concluded at Marine drive earlier today
(Tuesday). Maha Kumbh 2025, a mega event is set to take
place from January 14 to February 26, 2025.

The culture and tourism minister said that Prime Minister
is also planning to visit the various sites in Prayagraj where
Kumbh mela is going to take place.

Culture and Tourism Minister Jaiveer Singh said that along
with the Kumbh Summit, the government is going to organise
Bal-Yuva Kumbh, Kala-Sanskriti Kumbh, Kavi Kumbh, Bhakti
Kumbh across the 18 tehsils of the states.

"Preparations have been made to organise all those events.
Lalit Kala Academy has been given the responsibility to organ-
ise the art and photography exhibition. Sangeet Natak
Academy is given the responsibility to organise singing and
dancing competition," he said during a press conference.

He further urged the people assist people in spreading the
message of the Kumbh mela and promote the values the mela
represents. "This is not just government's program, it is suc-
cessful because of common people's program. So whoever is a
sanatani believer, meaning anyone who stays in India, so for
the success of the program, whatever assistance could be
given in whatever form would be helpful," the state culture
and tourism minister said. Earlier on October 6, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said that the government has
set a deadline of December 15 to provide all the facilities to the
devotees participating in the Mahakumbh Mela 2025 in
Prayagraj. He also said that the government is using AI tools
to ensure safety, focusing on 'zero plastic usage' and expand-
ing the area of the fiesta.


