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PM Modi meets Egyptian FM,
hails President Sisi's 'crucial
role' in Gaza Peace agreement

NEW DELHI : Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Egypt,
Badr Abdelatty called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi today
before wrapping up his two-
day visit to the country.  

"Pleased to receive
Foreign Minister of Egypt, Dr.
Badr Abdelatty. Conveyed
deep appreciation for my
friend, President Sisi for his
crucial role in the Gaza Peace
Agreement. India-Egypt

Strategic Partnership contin-
ues to grow from strength to
strength for the benefit of our
people, our shared region
and the humanity," PM Modi
posted on X after the meet-
ing.

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister conveyed his
warm congratulations to
President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi for Egypt's crucial role in
the Gaza Peace Agreement
and expressed hope that it

would lead to lasting peace in
the region. "Foreign Minister
Abdelatty briefed the Prime
Minister on the first India-
Egypt Strategic Dialogue
being held during his visit.
The Prime Minister
expressed satisfaction at the
progress being achieved in
various areas of bilateral
cooperation, including trade,
technology, energy, defence
and people-to-people ties,"
read a statement issued by

the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO).

Abdelatty, who is on his
first visit to India as a Foreign
Minister, held the First India-
Egypt Strategic Dialogue
alongside External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
on Thursday evening.During
the meeting, EAM Jaishankar
highlighted that India and
Egypt share commitment to
the progress of the Global
South. "India and Egypt
share a commitment to the
progress of the Global South
and the strengthening of
independence and freedom of
choice of nations in world
affairs. This solidarity will
surely guide our discussions
today," EAM Jaishankar said
in his opening remarks at the
strategic dialogue.

EAM Jaishankar also
mentioned that the first
India-Egypt Strategic
Dialogue is a milestone in
bilateral ties which have seen
intensified cooperation in
various domains since the
elevation of the relationship
to the level of a Strategic
Partnership in 2023.

"Our political contacts and
coordination have been
strong and sustained, includ-

ing in the multilateral side.
Our defence and security
exchanges have grown.
Trade and investment contin-
ue to be promising, and we
will discuss how to take them
forward. We can also explore
possibilities in digital public
infrastructure, fintech, phar-
ma, space, startups, and
green technologies. As befit-
ting two old civilizations, cul-
ture and people-to-people
exchanges also occupy an
important place in our ties,"
the EAM said in his remarks.

He stated that, keeping
with the longstanding friend-
ship between both nations, it
was natural that Egypt assist-
ed India in the evacuation of
Indian nationals from the
region in June 2025.

"I would also like to place
on record our deep apprecia-
tion for the solidarity that
your Government and you
personally displayed in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam
terrorist attack. Prime
Minister Modi and President
Sisi spoke to each other at
that time. We noted the warm
welcome you accorded to the
multi-party parliamentary
delegation that visited Egypt
after that," he said.

Major Crackdown on Liquor
Mafia in Lohardaga

LOHARDAGA: In a major
breakthrough against the
liquor mafia, Lohardaga
police have seized a massive
consignment of illegal foreign
liquor from a container truck
and arrested two persons.
The operation was conducted
by Kudu police under the
leadership of Superintendent
of Police (SP) Sadique Anwar
Rizvi and SDPO Shraddha
Kerketta. 

During a press briefing on
Friday, SP Rizvi informed
that the police received a tip-

off about a closed container
truck (registration number
BR 01 GL-7659) carrying a
large quantity of illicit
English liquor, moving
through the Kudu area via
Chandwa. Acting swiftly, a
special team was formed
including Kudu Police Station
In-Charge Manoj Kumar and
SI Hemant Kumar, who set
up a vehicle checking drive
near Setu Garage, close to
the Kudu bus stand. At
around 6:00 PM on Thursday
evening, the police intercept-
ed a suspicious container and
upon inspection, discovered a
huge consignment of
Seagram's Imperial Blue
Whisky concealed inside
wooden boxes. The seizure
included:172 cartons (2064
bottles) of 750 ml bottles, 96
cartons (2304 bottles) of 375
ml bottles, and 145 cartons
(6960 bottles) of 180 ml bot-
tles, making a total of 11,328
bottles or approximately
3,664.8 liters of illegal liquor.
The driver, Anil, son of Baran
Singh, and the helper, Brijesh
Kumar, son of Satya Prakash-
both residents of Faridabad,
Haryana were taken into cus-
tody. During interrogation,
they revealed that a person
named Amit Kasana..

had instructed them to
transport the consignment
from Ballabhgarh Sabzi
Mandi to Ranchi. A case has
been registered under Case
No. 108/2025 under sections
317(5), 292, 3(5) of the Indian
Penal Code and Section
47(A) of the Excise Act. The
arrested individuals have
been sent to judicial cus-
tody. SP Rizvi stated that
the police are now focusing
on identifying the master-
mind and the entire supply
chain behind.

Need structured policy to strengthen India's
domestic industrial base: Defence Secretary
NEW DELHI : Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh on Friday underlined
the need for a structured pol-
icy framework to strengthen
India's domestic industrial
base through a balanced syn-
ergy between public and pri-
vate sectors.  

His remarks came at the
inaugural address at the
'Strategic Insight Conference
on Indigenous Development
of Critical Technologies for
Air Power' organised by the
Centre for Aerospace Power
and Strategic Studies (CAPSS)
in New Delhi on October 17,
2025.

The Defence Secretary
emphasised that the diversifi-
cation of the industrial base
will end monopolies, enhance
ease of doing business, and
promote innovation across
the ecosystem.

He reiterated the govern-
ment's steadfast commitment
to Aatmanirbharta in
defence, stressing the impor-
tance of developing advanced
aero technologies, field eval-
uation trials, and long-range
air-to-air missile systems to
strengthen India's air power
capabilities.

Notably, the Vice Chief of
the Air Staff, Air Marshal
Narmdeshwar Tiwari, high-

lighted the contribution of air
power in determining strate-
gic results, as seen during
Operation Sindoor.

He said that "apart from
capabilities to design and
develop indigenous aircraft,
India should also prioritise
achieving expertise in elec-
tronic warfare, advanced
sensors, radars, and data
links."

Director General, AERO,
DRDO K. Rajalakshmi Menon
highlighted the disruptive
potential of UAVs, multi-sen-
sor fusion, and artificial intel-
ligence in air operations.

She also spoke of
advancements in stealth

technology, aerostats, and
airships equipped with
enhanced sensors, as well
as the integration of quan-
tum, photonic, and
blockchain technologies in
defence systems.

DG, CAPSS, Air Vice
Marshal (Retd) Anil Golani
drew attention to the signif-
icance of Aatmanirbharta
amid the evolving security
environment and the grow-
ing technological competi-
tion in the neighbourhood.

As part of the event, the
Defence Secretary released
a book, 'Asian Defence
Review 2025: Geo-political
Shifts and Strategic

Partnership Multilateralism
in the Indo-Pacific'. Multiple
technical sessions covering
indigenous jet engine co-
development, fighter air-
craft programmes,
unmanned systems, and
strengthening the aero-
space production ecosystem
were also held.

The conference wit-
nessed senior officials from
the Ministry of Defence, the
Indian Air Force, DRDO,
and industry leaders com-
ing together to discuss
India's journey towards
technological self-reliance
in the aerospace and
defence realms.

Statehood is
delayed to J&K for
reasons best
known to BJP:
Omar Abdullah
SRINAGAR : J&amp;K Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah said
on Friday that statehood was
being delayed to J&K for rea-
sons best known to the BJP.

Speaking to reporters in
South Kashmir's Kulgam dis-
trict, Omar Abdullah said he
is continuously trying for the
restoration of statehood to
J&amp;K so that the elected
government has more pow-
ers.He squarely blamed the
BJP for what he called
"delaying the grant of state-
hood to J&amp;K for reasons
best known to the BJP."

Speaking about his gov-
ernment's decision to restore
the over hundred fifty-year-
old tradition of shuttling the
top offices of the government
between Srinagar and
Jammu on a six-monthly
basis called the 'Darbar
Move', the Chief Minister
said, "It was a promise made
to the people and we have
fulfilled it." The shifting of
offices in the civil secretariat,
those of the Chief Minister,
his cabinet colleagues and all
top officials to Jammu during
the winter and Srinagar dur-
ing the summer was stopped
by the Lt Governor, Manoj
Sinha, in 2021. As per the
decision taken by the govern-
ment headed by Omar
Abdullah, the civil secretariat
will close in Srinagar on
October 31 and reopen in
Jammu on November 3. Each
government employee who
shifts for the Darbar.

Centre's funding of projects in
northeast jumped 74 pc to Rs
3,447 crore in FY 25
NEW DELHI : Union Minister for Communications and
Development of North Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya M. Scindia,
on Friday highlighted that the ministry's expenditure on proj-
ects in northeast had touched an all-time high of Rs 3,447.71
crore in FY 2024-25 -- marking a 74.4 per cent increase over
the previous year and more than 200 per cent growth in three
years. 

This performance, he noted, reflects the emphasis of the
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER)
on fiscal discipline, digital monitoring, and timely delivery.
Weekly review mechanisms and digital tracking through the
'Poorvottar Vikas Setu' portal have brought transparency and
efficiency, resulting in 97 per cent project inspection coverage
and 91 per cent operationalisation of completed projects.

"The Northeast today represents the spirit of a new India -
empowered, connected, and future-ready. Guided by the Prime
Minister's vision, the region has transformed from a frontier
into a front-runner, symbolizing confidence and competitive-
ness," the minister noted. In a major governance reform, the
ministry has institutionalised Chief Minister-led sectoral high-
level task forces across eight sectors such as tourism, invest-
ment, handicrafts, agriculture, infrastructure, sports, north
east economic corridor and protein self-reliance. These task
forces are fostering inter-state collaboration, enabling policy
alignment, and ensuring that
development efforts are
regionally integrated rather

Farmers should get adequate fertilisers
for Rabi crops: Shivraj Singh Chouhan
BHOPAL : Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, on Friday, visited his parliamentary con-
stituency of Vidisha in Madhya Pradesh and reviewed the devel-
opments, issues related with farmers, especially fertilisers, during
a meeting at the district headquarters. While reviewing compen-
sation for the loss in soyabean crop in Vidisha, Union Minister
Chouhan asked the district administration to conduct an authen-
tic survey through crop-cutting experiment and send to the
Agriculture Ministry through the Madhya Pradesh government so
that farmers can get benefits of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana. "If district administration would send authentic survey
reports on loss of soyabean crop, I will personally step forward.


