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Rajnath Shah other ministers hold strat-
egy meet ahead of Monsoon Session

NEW DELHI : Several Union
ministers, including Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah, J P Nadda
and Kiren Rijiju, held a strat-
egy session at the defence
minister's residence here on
Thursday ahead of
Parliament's Monsoon
Session beginning from July
21.

With the customary all-

party meeting being held on
Sunday, the Group of
Ministers are believed to
have strategised over the
government's stand over a
host of matters amid the
opposition raising heat on
issues, including the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of the
electoral rolls in Bihar, the
Pahalgam attack and

Operation Sindoor.
There was no official

comment on the agenda of
the meeting, but sources said
it was related to the session.

Besides Defence
Minister Singh, Home
Minister Shah, Health
Minister Nadda and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Rijiju, their ministe-

rial colleagues Piyush Goyal
and G Kishan Reddy were
among those who were part
of the strategy session.

The opposition has been
pushing for debate in
Parliament on issues like SIR
and Operation Sindoor.

Leading opposition par-
ties such as the Congress,
Samajwadi Party and

Trinamool Congress have
alleged that SIR, which is
likely to be rolled out in other
states, is aimed at benefiting
the BJP. They have also
seized on US President
Donald Trump's claim of
mediating the "ceasefire"
between India and Pakistan
to attack the Modi govern-
ment.

The government has
rejected Trump's claim, but
the opposition has been
insisting on a debate and has
even demanded a special ses-
sion of Parliament over the
issue. The government has
termed Operation Sindoor a
big success, which inflicted
massive damage on terror
sites and military facilities in
Pakistan. The BJP and its
Bihar allies have backed the
SIR in the poll-bound state,
asserting that it is aimed at
ensuring that only eligible
people are allowed to vote in
the assembly polls.

Singh usually chairs the
all-party meeting. The
Parliament session is sched-
uled to end on August 21.

Singh later held a sep-
arate meeting with top
defence brass amid indica-
tions that he may make a
statement on Operation
Sindoor in Parliament.

Monsoon rains 9 pc above normal but
northeast south India reel under shortfall
NEW DELHI : India has
received nine per cent more
rainfall than normal so far
this monsoon season, but the
rain has not been evenly
spread across the country.

While some states like
Jharkhand, Rajasthan and
Ladakh received much more
rain than usual, several oth-
ers, especially in the north-
east and southern parts, are
facing a big shortage, accord-
ing to data from the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).Between June 1 and
July 16, the country received
331.9 mm of rain, which is
about 9 per cent more than
the normal rainfall of 304.2
mm for this period.

But this average hides
the large-scale spatial varia-
tion.Jharkhand received 71
per cent more rain than nor-
mal, with 595.8 mm rainfall
compared to its usual 348.9
mm. Rajasthan saw a huge
increase too -- 271.9 mm
rainfall against a normal of
125.6 mm, which is 116 per
cent more than usual.

Ladakh, which usually
gets very little rain, received
15.8 mm compared to a nor-
mal of 8 mm which is 97 per
cent above normal. These
three have been classified as
receiving "large excess" rain-
fall. Five other states and
Union territories recorded
"excess" rainfall, meaning 20
to 59 per cent more than nor-

mal. These are Haryana,
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat and Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu.

For example, Madhya
Pradesh received 470.6 mm
rain against a normal of
281.3 mm which is 67 per
cent more than usual.
Gujarat got 388 mm of rain-
fall, which is 64 per cent
more than normal. Many
states and Union territories
have seen normal rainfall,
which means rainfall was
within 19 per cent above or
below the normal

range.These include Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Tripura,
Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland,
Goa, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Sikkim and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
States which faced or are fac-
ing flood conditions this mon-
soon include Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Sikkim, Manipur, Tripura,
Uttarakhand, Karnataka
(specifically parts.

'Hounded' by govt for last 10 years: Rahul
slams ED charge sheet against Vadra
NEW DELHI : Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Friday accused the govern-
ment of launching a witch-
hunt against his brother-in-
law Robert Vadra after the
Enforcement Directorate
filed a charge sheet against
the businessman in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged irregularities in a
land deal in Haryana's
Shikohpur.

Gandhi also asserted
that the truth shall eventually
prevail and that his sister
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
her family will withstand any
kind of "persecution".

The ED on Thursday
filed a prosecution complaint
naming 56-year-old Vadra in
the criminal case.

"My brother-in-law has
been hounded by this govern-
ment for the last ten years.
This latest chargesheet is a
continuation of that witch
hunt," Gandhi said in a post
on X.

"I stand with Robert,
Priyanka and their children
as they face yet another
onslaught of malicious, politi-
cally motivated slander and
harassment," he added.

Gandhi said, "I know
that they are all brave
enough to withstand any kind
of persecution and they will
continue to do so with digni-
ty".

"The truth will eventu-
ally prevail," the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
asserted, in his first public
comments in support of
Vadra.

The federal investiga-
tive agency also attached 43
immovable properties locat-
ed in Rajasthan, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Gujarat worth Rs. 37.64

crore pertaining to Vadra and
his linked entities like Sky
Light Hospitality Pvt. Ltd. and
others.AICC general secre-
tary K C Venugopal said the
Congress rejects the ED's lat-
est efforts in a decade-long
witch hunt against Vadra.

"We have complete faith
in the judiciary, and are con-
fident that this malicious
smear campaign will be
defeated," he said.

"It seems the Modi-Shah
duo has given the ED a
monthly assignment to go
after the Congress senior
leadership and their family."

"The latest ED action
against Mr. Robert Vadra is
pure political vendetta - yet
another futile attempt at
intimidation," he charged in
a post on X.Vadra's office
issued a statement on
Thursday, saying the present
proceedings are nothing
more than an extension of
the political witch-hunt by
the present government
against him. In a statement,
Venugopal said, as the elec-
tion cycle draws close, the
BJP government's "nervous-

ness" is once again on full
display. "True to its pattern,
the Modi government has
unleashed central agencies
like the Enforcement
Directorate in a desperate bid
to intimidate the opposition
and divert attention away
from its own failures. 

The chargesheet filed by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) against Robert Vadra is
an extension of this willful
and malicious agenda," he
said.

Noting that this is an old
case, Venugopal said, there
are no new developments.
"But like clockwork, the
moment elections are in
sight, the BJP resorts to mis-
using the investigative agen-
cies for electoral benefits -
targeting opposition leaders
to manipulate the narrative,"
he said. Venugopal added:
"The Congress party sees this
tactic of the government for
what it is: A calculated strat-
egy of the ruling party to
malign Mr Robert Vadra's
image through flase accusa-
tions. This is not the first time
the BJP has weaponised

agencies to harrass political
opponents and this won't be
the last."  "Yet, despite the
BJP's unwarranted hostility
towards genuine political
opposition, we have complete
faith in the integrity and
impartiality of the Indian
judiciary. We are certain that
Mr Vadra will appear vindi-
cated from this politically
motivated smear campaign
and truth will prevail," the
senior Congress leader said.

Senior Congress leader
and former Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot said
more than a decade has
passed, hundreds of hours of
questioning, several appear-
ances before the ED, "repeat-
ed failed attempts to tarnish
the family's image, yet no
conspiracy was proven, no
evidence was found."

High courts to consider rule ask-
ing accused to disclose criminal
antecedents in bail pleas: SC
NEW DELHI : The Supreme Court on Friday said all high
courts should consider including in its rules a direction to the
accused to disclose criminal antecedents in bail pleas.

A bench of Justices Vikram Nath, Sanjay Karol and
Sandeep Mehta passed the order while expunging the stric-
tures passed by the Rajasthan High Court against a judicial
officer who granted bail to an accused in an attempt to mur-
der case.

"We feel that every high court in the country should con-
sider incorporating a similar provision in the respective high
court rules and/or criminal side rules as it would impose an
obligation on the accused to make disclosures regarding
his/her involvement in any other criminal case(s) previously
registered," the bench said.

A court later allowed the complainant's plea and can-
celled the bail to the accused.

The accused then moved the high court which rejected
his bail plea and passed strictures against the judicial officer
saying he had granted bail in a "grossly inappropriate and cav-
alier manner", ignoring his criminal record.

After the judicial officer moved against the strictures, the
apex court said accounting for criminal antecedents of the
accused while considering bail applications was the subject
matter of concern for courts across the country.

It referred to the rules and orders of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, including the one which specifically pro-
vide that in bail applications, the petitioner shall mention
whether he or she was involved in any other criminal case or
not. The top court directed for its order copy to be communi-
cated to the registrar generals of all the high courts to include
the rule if not already in place.

In the case at hand, the bench said the law was well-set-
tled stipulating high courts to ordinarily refrain from passing
strictures against judicial officers while deciding matters on
the judicial side. "In the present case, the fact remains that the
strictures and/or the scathing observations were made by the
single judge of the high court to the detriment of the appellant-
judicial officer without providing him any opportunity of expla-
nation or showing cause," it said.

Expunging the strictures passed by the high court against
the judicial officer, the bench said they were "uncalled for".

Jaishankar shares life lessons with youth says to
negotiate you have to outthink your competitors
NEW DELHI : External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Friday had a message for the youth --
take an interest in global happenings -- as he underlined that the world which awaits the stu-
dents of today is a "radically different" one, impacted by AI, technology, drones and electric
mobility. In his address at the 70th raising day of his alma mater, The Air Force School (TAFS)
in Delhi, the EAM also said he felt a great deal of sentiments and an "enormous sense of nos-
talgia" in returning to its campus.Emphasising the value of school education, he said, "What
was instilled in us when we were in schools, has stood us in good stead in life. When I look back
how I have navigated through life, a lot of these qualities (imbibed)". Referring to his own expe-

rience as a veteran diplomat, he underlined that lessons and
skills acquired in schools come handy in professional life as
well.


