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EAM Jaishankar and Brazil President's Special
Advisor discuss deepening strategic cooperation
NEW DELHI : External
Affairs Minister (EAM) S
Jaishankar on Friday met the
visiting Special Advisor to
President of Brazil, Celso Luis
Nunes Amorim in New Delhi
as they discussed opportuni-
ties to deepen strategic coop-
eration between the two
nations. 

Following their meeting,
EAM Jaishankar in a post on
X wrote, "A pleasure meeting
Amb. Celso Amorim, Special
Advisor to President of Brazil,
today in New Delhi. Had a
useful exchange on the cur-
rent global scenario and on
opportunities for deepening
our strategic cooperation."

Earlier in the day, Amorim
called on National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval as
they held the 6th India-Brazil
Strategic Dialogue. The two
officials reviewed ongoing
progress in the Strategic
Partnership, including in var-
ious sectors like defence and
security, energy, rare earths
and critical minerals, and

health and pharmaceuticals.
The top officials agreed to

carry forward the work to
implement the vision laid
down by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva and also discussed

cooperation in multilateral
fora such as the BRICS, India-
Brazil-South Africa (IBSA)
and the COP30 set to be host-
ed by Brazil in November.

According to the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA),
Amorim was accompanied by

a delegation of senior
Brazilian government offi-
cials and advisors. "The dia-
logue was an opportunity to
follow up on the issues identi-
fied under five pillars of coop-
eration during the State Visit
of Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi to Brazil in
July 2025," read the MEA
statement.

On September 7, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
while extending greetings to
his Brazilian counterpart
Mauro Vieira and the people
of Brazil on the country's
Independence Day, had noted
that the strategic partnership
and ties between two nations
will continue to strengthen.

"Warm greetings to FM
Mauro Vieira, the
Government and people of
Brazil on their Independence
Day. Our Strategic
Partnership and multifaceted
ties continue to strengthen
for the benefit of our peo-
ples," Jaishankar posted on
X. On August 7, PM Narendra
Modi had received a tele-
phone call from Brazilian
President Lula da Silva. PM
Modi recalled his visit to
Brazil in July, where the two
leaders agreed on a compre-
hensive framework to expand
cooperation across key sec-

tors, including trade, technol-
ogy, energy, defence, agricul-
ture, health, and people-to-
people ties.

"Building on these dis-
cussions, they reiterated
their commitment to take
India-Brazil Strategic
Partnership to new heights.
The two leaders exchanged
views on various regional
and global issues of mutual
interest," the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said
in a statement.

Following their conver-
sation over phone, PM Modi
in a post on X wrote, "Had a
good conversation with
President Lula. Thanked
him for making my visit to
Brazil memorable and
meaningful. We are com-
mitted to deepening our
Strategic Partnership,
including in trade, energy,
tech, defence, health and
more. A strong, people-cen-
tric partnership between
Global South nations bene-
fits everyone."

'Manohar kahaniyan': IAF chief
on Pakistan claims of downing
Indian jets in Op Sindoor
NEW DELHI : In a sharp
rebuttal to claims made by
Pakistan regarding Indian
Air Force losses during
Operation Sindoor, Air Chief
Marshal A.P. Singh dismissed
the narrative as baseless and
fictional. 

"If Pakistan thinks they
have downed my 15 Indian
jets, let them think," he said,
adding with a touch of sar-
casm, "Unhka jo narrative
hai, manohar kahaniyan hai,
chalne do, let them be happy
with this," referring to the
claims as fanciful stories.

The remarks come amid
heightened tensions and
media speculation following
Pakistan's assertion that it

had successfully targeted
multiple Indian aircraft.

The IAF Chief's response
signals a firm rejection of
these claims and underscores
India's confidence in its oper-
ational capabilities.

Speaking at a defence
briefing on Friday, Air Chief
Marshal Singh also praised
the performance of the S-400
air defence system, calling it
a "good weapon system".

The S-400, acquired from
Russia, is one of the most
advanced surface-to-air mis-
sile systems in the world and
has been integrated into
India's layered air defence
strategy. His comments
reflect a broader message .

India, Russia celebrate 25 years of strategic
partnership, highlighting decades of cooperation
NEW DELHI : Marking the
25th anniversary of the
Declaration of Strategic
Partnership between Russia
and India on Friday, Denis
Alipov, Russian Ambassador
to India, stated that the two
countries have made signifi-
cant strides in advancing
their cooperation over the
past 25 years, aligned with
the changing global land-
scape. 

The Declaration on
Strategic Partnership signed
by former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on October 3, 2000,
took the bilateral relations of
India and Russia to a new
level characterised by coordi-
nated approaches towards
ensuring international peace
and security, addressing
major global and regional
issues, as well as close coop-
eration in economic, cultural,
educational, and other areas.

"On October 3, 2000,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Indian Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
signed the declaration on
strategic partnership, which
opened a new chapter in
bilateral relations. Today we
are celebrating the 25th
anniversary of this historic
declaration," Alipov said in a
post on X.

He also said that the mile-
stone marks a critical
moment in the renewal of the
historically friendly, compre-
hensive, and mutually benefi-
cial relationship in an era of

globalisation and evolving
multipolarity.

"The year 2025 has
already been rich with
numerous bilateral
exchanges and a particularly
warm and substantial
engagement of our leaders at
the recent Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
summit in Tianjin. Later this
year, we look forward to the
upcoming bilateral summit in
New Delhi, which will coin-
cide with the 15th anniver-
sary of elevating our strategic
partnership to the level of a
'special and privileged' rela-
tionship," Alipov stated.

Recalling the remarkable
achievements made by India
and Russia, the Russian
Ambassador stated that the
bilateral cooperation has
flourished in key sectors,

including nuclear power,
energy security, defence,
space exploration, science
and technology, education,
and people-to-people
exchanges. He added that
new areas of collaboration
are emerging to meet the
evolving needs and aspira-
tions of the two countries.

Alipov stressed that inno-
vation lies at the core of the
India-Russia partnership, cit-
ing initiatives under the aus-
pices of Sirius Educational
Foundation and Atal
Innovation Mission, and oth-
ers. He noted that both coun-
tries are advancing coopera-
tion in promising areas such
as small modular nuclear
reactors, railways, shipbuild-
ing, aircraft construction,
trade corridors, connectivity,
Arctic research, and labour

mobility. "Once realised,
these and other projects will
be further enhanced by the
early conclusion of negotia-
tions on a Free Trade
Agreement between the
Eurasian Economic Union
and India. This agreement
will significantly contribute to
achieving the goal of raising
Russia-India trade to US$100
billion by 2030, as outlined by
President Putin and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2024," he emphasised.

Stable and predictable tax policy
is key for growth: NITI Aayog CEO
NEW DELHI : NITI Aayog CEO B.V.R. Subrahmanyam on
Friday released the first working paper on tax policy, stressing
that a stable, certain, and predictable tax system is critical for
boosting investment, creating jobs, and driving India's eco-
nomic growth.  Speaking at the release, Subrahmanyam said
that uncertainty in tax laws discourages businesses and
investors.

"Uncertainty is not good for investment. Uncertainty is not
good for citizens. People want stability, predictability, unifor-
mity, and transparency in taxation," he said. He pointed out
that tax laws that are vague or open to multiple interpretations
create confusion, disputes, and litigation.

This not only affects businesses already in India but also
discourages new investors from coming in. "If a law can be
read in different ways, it means taxes are applied differently.
This leads to disputes and drives people away. What investors
want is certainty," he added.

The new tax policy working group has been formed with
experts from government departments, tax authorities, and
outside specialists. The group will prepare detailed papers on
simplifying tax laws, making compliance easier, and ensuring
that India's tax system is ready for the future.

Subrahmanyam also highlighted recent reforms, such as
the introduction of GST 2.0, which simplified tax rates. He said
the government is working to rationalise tax processes further
and reduce unnecessary complexities.

For example, issues like multiple TDS rates, complicated
filing processes, and overlapping provisions are being
reviewed to make the system more business- and citizen-
friendly. He said India, which is moving towards its vision of
becoming a developed nation by 2047, needs a modern and
transparent tax framework.

"If India wants to attract more FDI and create jobs, we
must ensure investors know what to expect. A predictable tax
system will help them plan with confidence," he noted. The
CEO also underlined that reforms will not just focus on tax
rates but also on processes.

"Most people are law-abiding and willing to pay taxes. The
problem arises when rules are unclear or processes are too
complicated. By making taxes simpler, compliance will auto-
matically improve," he said. Calling the report "a step for-
ward", Subrahmanyam said that if adopted, the recommenda-
tions will bring greater certainty and confidence for both
Indian businesses and global investors. "This is essential for
India to sustain rapid growth and achieve its 2047 develop-
ment goals," he mentioned.

Maoist with Rs 5 lakh bounty
killed in Chhattisgarh encounter 
RAIPUR : In a major breakthrough for security forces combat-
ing Maoist insurgency in Chhattisgarh, one Maoist cadre car-
rying a reward of Rs 5 lakh was killed during an encounter in
the dense forests of Gampur-Purangel under Gangaluur police
station limits in Bijapur district.  

The operation was launched jointly by the District Reserve
Guard (DRG) Bijapur and the Special Task Force (STF) follow-
ing credible intelligence inputs about Maoist activity in the
region. According to Bijapur Superintendent of Police, Jitendra
Yadav, the encounter began around 11:00 a.m. on October 2
and continued intermittently throughout the day. During the
post-encounter search on October 3, security personnel recov-
ered the body of one Maoist identified as Ayatu Podiyam, 35, a
resident of Gampur and an active member of the Gangaluur
Area Committee. Podiyam held the designation of ACM (Area
Committee Member) and had a bounty of Rs 5 lakh on his
head.The search operation also led to the recovery of a signif-
icant cache of arms and explosives from the site. Items seized
include: one BGL launcher with three cells, one single-shot gun

with three rounds, a walkie-
talkie, a tiffin bomb, cardex
wire and safety fuse, Maoist
uniforms and other related
materials.

Inspector General of
Police, Bastar Range,
Sundarraj P. lauded the
efforts of the security forces
and reiterated their com-
mitment to safeguarding
the region. He urged
Maoist cadres to shun vio-
lence and cease attacks on
innocent civilians and pub-
lic property.

Chandrababu
Naidu for
completing
Polavaram
before
Godavari
Pushkaram
AMARAVATI : Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
Friday directed officials to
expedite the Polavaram proj-
ect works and ensure their
completion before the 2027
Godavari Pushkarams. 

Reviewing the project's
progress with officials at the
Secretariat, the Chief
Minister instructed them to
secure necessary clearances
from the Central Water
Commission and the Union
Water Resources
Department. He emphasised
that there must be no com-
promise on the quality of
work.

Officials informed the
Chief Minister that out of the
total 63,656 cubic metres of
diaphragm wall works,
37,302 cubic metres have
been completed, while 100
per cent of the buttress dam
works are finished.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed that the earth-cum-rock-
fill works of the main dam
should commence in
November and be completed
by December 2027. Likewise,
works on the Polavaram
right canal tunnel, approach
channel, head regulator, and
irrigation tunnels should also
be completed within.


